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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Claims 4-7 and 13-15 of Invention II, and 8-10, 16 and 17 of Invention III, are 
withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a 
nonelected inventions, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Applicant 
timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the reply filed on March 29, 
2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 , and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Liu 
et al. (hereinafter "Liu", US 2002/0077896). 

Regarding claim 1, Liu discloses an advertising system (title) comprising: 
a wireless device (i.e., mobile devices 118, 120, and 122); 
an advertising sign having one or more sign apparatuses (i.e., electronic billboard 
110); and 
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an advertising server (i.e., advertiser 124 and web portal 108, or data processing 
system 600) that transmits advertising data to a terminal (i.e., mobile devices 118, 120, 
and 122); 

wherein: 

the wireless device transmits a terminal address indicating the address of the 
terminal to a sign apparatus (paragraph 0067); 

the sign apparatus receives the terminal address transmitted from the wireless 
device and transmits the received terminal address to the advertising server via a public 
network or the Internet (paragraphs 0063-0064); and 

the advertising server receives the terminal address transmitted from the sign 
apparatus and transmits the advertising data to the terminal having the address 
indicated by the received terminal address (paragraphs 0064-0065). 

Regarding claim 11, Liu discloses all limitations recited within claim as 
described above. Liu also discloses wherein the terminal is a mobile telephone, a 
personal computer, or a mobile information terminal (i.e., mobile devices 118, 120, and 
122). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 3, and 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over in 
view of Liu et al. (hereinafter "Liu", US 2002/0077896). 

Regarding claim 3, Liu discloses all limitations recited within claim as described 
above. Liu also teaches or suggests identifying the user through a unique identifier (i.e., 
terminal address), retrieving the requested information, and transmitting the requested 
information back to the user (abstract, paragraphs 0063-0068). That reads on a 
memory, a central control unit, and an external interface for reading the terminal 
address and transmitting the input terminal address to the advertising server. Liu, 
however, does not specifically teach or suggests one or more wireless receiving units 
that each have a narrow directionality, and receive the terminal addresses transmitted 
from the plurality of respective wireless devices as electromagnetic waves, including 
electrical waves and light, or sound waves, including ultrasonic waves. However, it is 
obvious and or well known to include the narrow directionality antenna to receive 
information because it is more effective when the user is actually in the proximity of the 
billboard apparatus. 

Regarding claim 12, Liu discloses all limitations recited within claim as 
described above. Liu also discloses wherein the terminal is a mobile telephone, a 
personal computer, or a mobile information terminal (i.e., mobile devices 118, 120, and 
122). 
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6. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over in view of 
Liu et al. (hereinafter "Liu", US 2002/0077896) in view of Caughey (US 2003/0212745), 
and further in view of Chang (US 6,473,629). 

Regarding claim 2, Liu discloses all limitations recited within claim as described 
above, but does not specifically teach or suggest the limitations of claim 2. 

In a similar endeavor, Caughey discloses a selective multi-step email message 
marketing. Caughey also discloses at paragraphs 0080-0082 that the user generates a 
profle corresponding to their domain of interest, and selecting contacts from the user's 
email address list and stored. That reads on external interface, a memory, and an input 
interface that input a selection instruction that commands selecting one terminal 
address from among the terminal addresses stored in the memory. Also, the central 
control unit must be one of the components to perform the functions mentioned above. 
Furthermore, the transmission of information described by Liu is wireless, therefore, 
when the address is input, this address is transmitted wirelessly via an electromagnetic 
waves, including electrical waves and light, or sound waves, including ultrasonic waves. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine Liu in view of Gaughey. The 
motivation/suggestion for doing so would have been to provide user flexibility in 
choosing and selecting different addresses to receive advertisement information. 

The combination of Liu and Gaughey do not teach a marker unit that visually 
shows the direction of the electromagnetic waves or the sound waves transmitted by the 
wireless transmitting unit. 
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Furthermore, Chang discloses a method of displaying alternating transmitting 
and receiving phases of voice communication in a mobile phone in a speakerphone 
mode. Chang also discloses a marker unit that visually shows the direction of the 
electromagnetic waves or the sound waves transmitted by the wireless transmitting unit 
(fig. 3A & 3B and its descriptions). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the cited references in view of Chang. The 
motivation/suggestion for doing so would have been to provide user an indication of 
whether it is receiving or transmitting phase. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wayne Cai whose telephone number is (571) 272-7798. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 7:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Due Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7503. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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